f  he  Poyal  Sanitary  Institute 

Library, 

1941 


Sif3y. 


(No.  8.) 


TASMANIA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC 

HEALTH 


REPO R  T 

OF  THE 

SECRETARY  FOR  PUBLIC 
HEALTH,  TASMANIA 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1941 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  His  Excellency’s  Command 


Tasmania: 

H.  H.  Pimblett,  Government  Printer,  Hobart 


19  42 


16281 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


PAGE 


Introduction  . 

Vital  Statistics  . 

Public  Health  Act  . 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  . 

Hospitals  Act  .  . 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  . 

Venereal  Diseases  . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Infantile  Mor¬ 
tality  . 

Bush  Nursing  . 

Government  Medical  Scheme . 

School  Medical  Service . 

Staff . 


3 

o 

O 

3 

4 
4 
7 

7 

11 

11 

11 

11 


TABLES. 

A.  Private  Hospitals  .  4 

B — D.  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  .  5-7 

E.  Child  Welfare  .  8 

F — I.  Infant  Mortality  .  8-9 

J.  Bush  Nursing  .  11 

K.  Government  Medical  Scheme  .  10 

L.  School  Medical  Service  .  11 


APPENDICES. 


I.  Report  of  Government  Analyst  .  12 

II.  Report  of  Chief  Health  Inspector  .  12 

III.  Report  of  Nurses'  Registration  Board  .  13 

IV.  Vital  Statistics  .  14 

V.  Report  of  Medical  Superintendent,  Lach¬ 
lan  Park  Hospital  .  17 

VI.  Report  of  Medical  Superintendent,  St. 

John’s  Park  .  23 

VII.  Report  of  Home  for  Invalids,  Launceston  ....  24 

VIII.  Mental  Deficiency  Act — Statistical  Infor¬ 
mation  .  24 


/ 


(No.  8.) 


Salus  Populi  Suprema  Lex. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1941. 


Department  of  Public  Health, 

Hobart,  29th  June,  1942. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1941. 

As  a  measure  of  economy,  this  report,  with  the 
exception  of  the  usual  statistical  information,  is 
presented  in  brief  form. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — The  total  births  in  1941  were  5206, 
representing  a  rate  of  21-74  per  thousand  per¬ 
sons  living.  This  was  the  highest  rate  since 
1930. 

Death  Rate. — The  death  rate  was  10-76  per 
thousand  persons  living,  as  compared  with  a  rate 
of  9-99  in  the  preceding  year. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  255.  This 
yields  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  49-0  per 
thousand  births,  the  highest  since  1936. 

Maternal  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths 
totalled  13,  giving  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of 
5  per  100,000  persons  living. 

Public  Health  Act. 

Legislation. — During  the  course  of  the  year, 
new  model  by-laws  were  enacted  providing  for 
suitable  housing  and  sanitary  accommodation, 
the  protection  of  food  supplies,  general  cleanli¬ 
ness,  water  supply,  and  other  conveniences  for 
persons  employed  in  the  sheep-shearing  industry. 
In  requesting  local  health  authorities  to  adopt 
these  by-laws,  the  Department  indicated  that 
only  reasonable  compliance  with  the  provisions 
thereof  was  desired  for  the  time  being. 

Administration. — The  administration  and  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  those 
laws  incorporated  therewith,  constitutes  one  of 
the  primary  functions  of  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  in  association  with  local  health  authori¬ 
ties.  By  close  co-operation  the  work  involved  is 
being  performed  efficiently  and  without  friction 
and  in  a  spirit  of  sympathetic  understanding  of 
the  problems  which  arise  and  their  relation  to 
the  general  public.  An  increasing  medium  of 
communication  is  by  personal  interview,  which 
assists  those  concerned  to  appreciate  the  general 
considerations  which  govern  the  Department  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  public  health. 

Local  health  administration,  carried  out  by  the 
Department  in  14  municipal  districts  by  agree¬ 
ment  with  municipal  councils,  has  been  well  main¬ 
tained  by  resident  medical  officers  and  part-time 


health  inspectors,  supplemented  by  regular  visi¬ 
tations  of  officers  from  headquarters.  It  has  been 
noted  that  various  problems  associated  with  pre¬ 
ventive  medicine,  e.g.,  maternity  and  child  wel¬ 
fare,  school  medical  inspection,  health  education, 
and  the  prevention  of  disease,  constitute  important 
functions,  which  can  be  dealt  with  more  readily 
and  effectually  by  Departmental  medical  officers 
in  direct  touch  with  the  people. 

Detailed  statistical  information  as  to  the  work 
performed  by  the  inspectorial  staff  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  kindred 
laws  is  contained  in  Appendix  II. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  nine  cases, 
with  successful  results,  for  various  breaches  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  regulations  and  by-laws 
framed  thereunder,  fines  and  costs  amounting  to 
£11  10s.  6d. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Legislation. — Early  in  the  year  the  Food 
Standards  Committee  completed  its  task  of  revis¬ 
ing  the  standards  in  force  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  The  general  regulations  governing 
the  protection  of  food  and  drugs  from  contamina¬ 
tion  were  also  brought  into  line  with  modern 
practice,  after  much  collaboration  with  health 
officials  of  the  Hobart  City  Council,  whose  valued 
help  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  new  standards  and  regulations,  which  were 
gazetted  in  July,  rescinded  all  regulations  here¬ 
tofore  made  under  the  Act,  which  regulations  had 
been  in  force  since  1924. 

Administration. — The  administration  of  the 
Act  is  being  actively  pursued  throughout  the 
State.  It  calls  for  close  co-operation  between  the 
Public  Health  Department,  local  health  authori¬ 
ties,  and  the  Analyst,  in  order  that  the  best  results 
may  be  achieved. 

Milk. — The  sanitary  control  of  dairies  consti¬ 
tutes  an  important  function  in  association  with 
the  administration  of  this  law.  The  attention 
directed  to  this  duty  by  health  inspectors  has 
been  reflected  in  the  improvements  brought  about 
in  the  milk  supply.  Moreover,  most  milk  produc¬ 
ers  themselves  are  now  alive  to  the  commercial 
necessity  of  supplying  a  product  calculated  to  gain 
the  confidence  of  their  customers. 

Meat. — Little  improvement  has  been  made  in 
the  methods  of  meat  inspection.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  skilled  inspection 
is  provided  for  in  the  cities  of  Hobart  and  Laun¬ 
ceston  and  at  other  locations,  but  in  many  country 
districts  control  is  impracticable,  even  if  quali¬ 
fied  inspectors  were  available,  because  of  the 
absence  of  central  abattoirs.  It  is  well  estab¬ 
lished  that  perfect  inspection  and  control  can 
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only  be  secured  when  animals  are  killed  in  a 
central  abattoirs  and  the  inspector  sees  every 
animal  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

“Tern  Plate  ”  ( a  Neiv  Type  of  Corrugated  and 
Plain  Sheet  Iron,  Coated  with  Lead). — Appro¬ 
priate  departmental  action  was  taken  to  protect 
the  public  health  against  the  danger  of  using,  for 
drinking  or  cooking  purposes,  water  obtained 
by  catchment  from  roofs  of  houses  or  other  build¬ 
ings  constructed  of  this  material. 

Sampling. — The  reports  of  the  Government 
Analyst  and  the  Chief  Health  Inspector  contain 
information  under  this  heading.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  sampling  could  not  be 
carried  out  to  the  extent  desired. 

Prosecutions. — The  Department  undertook  30 
prosecutions  for  various  offences  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  Twenty-eight  convictions  were 
obtained,  the  fines  and  costs  totalling  £86  19s.  6d. 
Most  of  these  prosecutions  were  associated  with 
the  sale  of  alcoholic  spirits  which  were  not  of  the 
nature,  standard,  or  quality  demanded. 


Hospitals  Act. 

Legislation. — During  the  course  of  the  year, 
amendments  of  a  minor  nature  were  made  to 
the  principal  Act. 

Public  Hospitals. — Despite  difficulties  encoun¬ 
tered,  due  to  the  prevailing  national  emergency, 
satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
erection  of  new  public  hospitals  at  Launceston 
and  Queenstown. 

Arising  from  recommendations  made  by  the 
Nurses’  Registration  Board  to  overcome  the  pre¬ 
vailing  acute  shortage  of  general  nurses,  the 
boards  of  public  hospitals  recognised  as  training- 
schools  were  requested — 

(1)  To  consider  increasing  the  salaries  of 

trainees  to  £52  (first  year),  £65  (sec¬ 
ond  year),  £78  (third  year),  and  £91 
(fourth  year)  :  and 

(2)  To  absorb  the  present  waiting  lists  of 

trainees. 

Having  received  an  assurance  that  any  added 
liability  involved  would  be  met  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  if  the  revenue  of  individual  hospitals  was 
insufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  respective  boards 
readily  agreed  to  act  in  the  directions  indicated 
herein. 

An  amount  of  £90,549  was  appropriated  during 
the  year  1941-42  towards  the  cost  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  maintenance  of  public  hospitals.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  £3000  compared  with 
the  appropriation  for  the  preceding  year.  Hav¬ 
ing  regard  to  the  progressive  increase  during 
recent  years  in  the  cost  of  normal  requirements, 
the  boards  of  public  hospitals  are  to  be  commended 
for  keeping  expenditure  within  reasonable  limits 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  services 
rendered. 

Private  Hospitals. — The  general  standard  of 
these  premises  is  satisfactory.  Routine  inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  carried  out  by  departmental 
officers,  and  appropriate  action  taken  to  enforce 
at  least  reasonable  compliance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  law. 


Particulars  regarding  licences  issued  under  this 
heading  during  the  year  are  appended  (Table  A). 

Table  A. 


Return  of  Private  Hospital  Licences  Issued 
During  the  Year  1941. 


N  o.  of 
Licences 
Issued. 

Medical, 
Surgical,  &. 
Lying-in. 

Medical  & 
Surgical 
Only. 

Lying-in 

Only. 

Hobart . 

8 

1 

1 

6 

Launceston  . 

7 

3 

4 

Country  . 

27 

10 

... 

17 

42 

11 

4 

27 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  in  1941  was  746,  compared  with  873  in 
1940. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  reported 
during  1941  was  401.  The  deaths  numbered  25, 
giving  a  case  mortality  rate  of  62-3  per  1000 
cases  notified. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  approximately 
8395  children  were  immunised  in  25  of  the  49 
municipal  districts  in  which  facilities  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  this  purpose.  Many  more  children 
received  treatment  from  private  medical  prac¬ 
titioners.  The  continuance  of  this  extensive 
immunisation  must  eventually  have  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  public  health. 

Typhoid  Fever. — A  total  of  12  cases  was 
reported,  whilst  the  deaths  numbered  two. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  less  prevalent, 
127  cases  being  reported.  There  was  one  death. 

Tuberculosis  ( All  Forms ) . — The  cases  notified, 
viz.  164  (149  pulmonary  type  and  15  other  forms) , 
show  a  marked  decrease  compared  with  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  other  years.  The 
deaths  totalled  110.  Of  the  149  cases  of  pulmon¬ 
ary  tuberculosis,  69  (or  47  per  cent)  received 
institutional  treatment. 

The  chest  clinics  established  at  Hobart  and 
Launceston  continue  to  play  an  important  part  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection.  The  facili¬ 
ties  provided  at  these  clinics  are  being  availed 
of  to  an  ever-increasing  extent  by  contacts  and 
persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease. 
The  supervision  of  patients  living  at  home  also 
receives  the  close  attention  of  the  nurses  associated 
with  the  clinics. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Only  two  cases 
were  notified.  Of  the  1006  cases  reported  during 
the  1937-38  epidemic  of  the  disease,  911  patients 
were  living  at  the  31st  December,  1941,  their  con¬ 
dition  being  as  follows: — 

.  ...  Moderate  Severe 

Cured.  0uE?.d  wlth  Permanent  Permanent 

lime.  Cripples.  Cripples. 

614  82  163  ....  52 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis. — Twenty-nine  cases 
were  notified,  and  there  were  eight  deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Seven  cases  only  were  noti¬ 
fied'. 
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Statistics. — Tables  B  to  D  contain  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  in  regard  to  notifiable  infectious 
diseases : — 

Table  B. — Return  showing  number  of  cases 
of  each  notifiable  infectious  disease  reported 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Health  during 
the  year  1941,  together  with  comparative 
figures  of  the  aggregate  of  such  diseases  for 
the  years  1940  and  1941 : 

Table  C. — Chest  Clinics :  Particulars  of 
work  performed  during  the  year  1941 :  and 

Table  D. — Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis : 
Progressive  reports  of  condition  of  cases 
notified  during  1937-38  epidemic. 


Table  B. 

RETURN  shcnving  Number  of  Cases  of  each  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  reported  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Health  during  the  Year  1941,  together  ivith  Com¬ 
parative  Figures  of  the  Aggregate  of  such  Diseases  for  the  Years  1940  and 
1941. 


Municipality. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Tubercu¬ 
losis  (All 
'  Forms). 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Acute  A  n- 
terior  Pol¬ 
iomyelitis 

Cerebro- 

Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Lethargic 
;  Encephalitis 

Amoebic 

Dysentery 

Bacillary 

Dysentery^ 

Total, 

1941. 

Total, 

1940. 

1  Beacons  field  ... 

9 

4 

1 

1 

15 

9 

2  Bothwell . 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

... 

3 

1 

3  Brighton . 

5 

... 

3 

... 

1 

... 

9 

39 

4  Bruny  . 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

2 

... 

... 

9 

... 

5  Burnie . 

3 

•  •  • 

8 

9 

... 

... 

•  • 

20 

16 

6  Campbell  Town 

1 

... 

.  .  , 

,  ,  , 

•  .  . 

... 

1 

11 

7  Circular  Head  . 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

r» 

4 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

10 

6 

8  Clarence  . 

4 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

... 

10 

14 

9  Deloraine . 

3 

1 

3 

l 

h 

... 

8 

16 

10  Devonport  . 

rr 

4 

... 

1 

6 

.  »  • 

• . . 

... 

14 

10 

11  Esperance  . 

3 

,  .  . 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

... 

3 

7 

12  Evandale . 

8 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

. , 

... 

9 

5 

13  Fin  gal . 

9 

1 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

7 

26 

14  Flinders  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  •  » 

3 

15  George  Town  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 

16  Glamorgan . 

.  . . 

... 

,  .  , 

... 

1 

» •  • 

1 

... 

17  Glenorchy . 

28 

-  .  . 

3 

9 

4 

... 

44 

41 

18  Gorrnanston  .t. 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

... 

... 

4 

4 

19  Green  Ponds  ... 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

20  Hamilton . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

... 

8 

4 

21  Hobart . 

137 

•  •  • 

25 

40 

2 

1 

8 

1 

l 

{ 

216 

222 

22  Huon  . 

5 

... 

1 

... 

6 

9 

23  Kentish  . 

2 

... 

2 

... 

4 

9 

24  Kingborougli  ... 

16 

•  •  • 

l 

4 

.  »  • 

, , . 

21 

10 

25  King  Island  ... 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

3 

26  Latrobe  . 

1 

,,, 

... 

4 

... 

... 

5 

17 

27  Launceston . 

95 

1 

20 

32 

2 

'1 

... 

152 

154 

28  Leven  . 

10 

•  •  • 

14 

1 

... 

25 

11 

29  Lilydale  . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

12 

30  Longford .  .. 

5 

1 

4 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

10 

7 

31  New  Norfolk  ... 

19 

4 

6 

12 

1 

42 

68 

32  Oatlands  . 

1 

... 

1 

2 

12 

33  Penguin  . 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

5 

34  Port  Cygnet  ... 

3 

1 

2 

... 

6 

2 

35  Portland  . 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

. , , 

3 

12 

36  Queenstown  ... 

14 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

24 

18 

37  Richmond  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

7 

38  Ringarooma  ... 

1 

•  •  i 

1 

5 

i 

... 

8 

14 

39  Ross . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

40  Scottsdale  . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

8 

8 

41  Sorell  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

1. 

... 

9 

3 

42  Spring  Bay . 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

2 

43  St.  Leonards  ... 

3 

.  .  , 

... 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

10 

44  Strahan  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

i 

1 

45  Table  Cape . 

2 

... 

.  .  , 

... 

9 

14 

46  Tasman  . 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

2 

47  Waratah  . 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

3 

2 

48  VVestbury  . 

7 

i 

... 

3 

.  .  • 

... 

11 

7 

49  Zeehan  . 

2 

... 

3 

1 

... 

>  -  / 

6 

7 

Totals . 

401 

12 

127 

164 

7 

2 

29 

o 

l 

1 

746 

873 
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Table  C. 


Chest  Clinics — Particulars  of  Work  Performed  During  the  Year  1941. 


Number  of  New  Cases  Applying 


Observation  and  Treatment 

Re-attendances . . . 

Re-examinations  . 


Clinic  Cases  Transferred  to  Sana¬ 
torium . 


Clinic  for  Special  Treatment 


ment  at  the  Clinic  : — 
Markedly  Improved. 

Improved  . 

In  statu  quo  . 

Worse . 


Patients  Found  Non-Tuberculous 


Contacts : — ■ 

Number  of  Infecting  Cases . 
Number  of  Contacts  Ex¬ 
amined  . 

Number  of  Contacts  Re-Ex¬ 
amined  . 

Number  of  Contacts  Found 

Tuberculous  . 

Number  of  Contacts  Under 
Suspicion  Tb . 


Number  of  Invalid  Pensioners 
Seen . . . 


Home  Visits  : — 

Medical  Officer . 

Nurse’s  First  Visit  . 

Nurse’s  Re-Visits . 

Special  Visits  in  Connection  with 
After-care  . 


Pneumothorax  Refills  . 

X-Ray  Examinations  (  Films)  _ 

X-Ray  Examinations  (Screen) 

Sputum  Examinations . 

Total  Attendances,  Old  and  New 

Cases  . 

Gastric  Investigations . 

Blood  Sedimentation  Tests . 


Chest  Clinic,  Hobart. 

Chest  Clinic,  Launceston. 

Over  14  Years. 

Under 

14  Y ears. 

Over  14  Years. 

Under  14  Years. 

1  otal. 

1  otal. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

78 

r 

59 

10 

7 

154 

18 

11 

... 

... 

29 

108 

119 

43 

33 

303 

23 

17 

16 

9 

65 

072 

866 

49 

48 

1635 

229 

229 

76 

50 

584 

377 

462 

20 

26 

885 

140 

160 

49 

32 

381 

33 

1 

23 

1 

57 

4 

4 

1 

9 

18 

14 

... 

... 

32 

4 

... 

... 

... 

4 

6 

1 

7 

2 

2 

4 

.  •  . 

•  •• 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

4 

. 

l 

I 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

::: 

18 

32 

7 

2 

59 

9 

6 

11 

8 

34 

41 

36 

1 

78 

24 

27 

1 

52 

32 

58 

33 

27 

150 

8 

29 

40 

24 

101 

67 

110 

112 

72 

367 

10 

24 

31 

24 

89 

5 

5 

... 

10 

... 

*.. 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

10 

8 

24 

1 

... 

... 

1 

88 

102 

... 

190 

... 

... 

... 

... 

49 

23 

21 

1  1 

... 

45 

... 

... 

... 

... 

574 

368 

572 

11 

5 

956 

... 

... 

... 

... 

21 

... 

... 

21 

226 

310 

... 

536 

48 

55 

103 

118 

168 

18 

27 

331 

60 

66 

38 

26 

190 

237 

335 

... 

672 

18 

12 

... 

•  •  • 

30 

... 

... 

... 

... 

225 

35 

18 

... 

53 

2914 

279 

449 

150 

83 

961 

2/ 

o 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

30 

29  | 

... 

59 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
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Table  D. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Progressive  Reports  of  Condition  of  Cases  Notified  during  1937-38  Epidemic. 


Condition  as  at  31.12. 1938. 


Notified. 

Cured. 

Cured  with  Time. 

Moderate  Perma¬ 
nent  Cripples. 

Severe  Permanent 
Cripples. 

Died. 

1006 

443 

266 

137 

79 

81 

No.  of  Cases 
Living  at  1 . 1 .39. 

Condition  as  at  31 . 1 2 . 1 939. 

Cured. 

Cured  \v  ith  Time. 

Moderate  Perma¬ 
nent  Cripples. 

Severe  Permanent 
Cripples. 

Died. 

925 

554 

187 

Ill 

65 

8 

No.  of  Cases 
Living  at  1.1.40. 

Condition  as  at  31.12.40. 

Cured. 

Cured  with  Time 

Moderate  Perma¬ 
nent  Cripples 

Severe  Permanent 
Cripples. 

Died. 

917 

592 

]  28 

136 

58 

3 

No.  of  Cases 
Living  at  1.1.41. 

Condition  as  at  31.12.41. 

Cured. 

Cured  with  Time. 

Moderate  Perma¬ 
nent  Cripples. 

Severe  Permanent 
Cripples. 

Died. 

914 

614 

82 

• 

163 

52 

3 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  cases  notified,  viz.  162,  comprising  116 
males  and  46  females,  are  the  lowest  recorded 
for  many  years.  Unfortunately,  notification  is 
incomplete,  so  that  very  little,  if  any,  importance 
can  be  attached  to  it  as  affording  evidence  of 
the  incidence  of  the  disease. 

Of  67  persons  served  with  orders  to  continue 
treatment,  17  furnished  documentary  evidence 
of  compliance,  five  produced  certificates  of  free¬ 
dom  from  the  disease,  whilst  the  remaining  45 
either  had  left  the  State  or  could  not  be  traced 
for  the  reason  that  fictitious  names  and  addresses 
had  been  given  when  seeking  treatment  for  the 
first  time. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  Infantile 

Mortality. 

Maternity  and  Child  V/ elf  are. — Table  E  gives 
a  summary  of  work  performed  by  Child  Welfare 
nurses  associated  with  some  29  clinics  established 
at  various  locations  throughout  the  State.  It 
affords  striking  evidence  of  the  interest  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  mothers 
and  young  children.  The  many  voluntary  organ¬ 


isations  functioning  in  this  field  of  service  are 
as  enthusiastic  as  ever,  and  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated  on  their  enterprise  on  behalf  of  mother¬ 
hood  and  infant  life. 

The  Mothercraft  Home  at  New  Town,  which 
was  established  many  years  ago  by  the  Child 
Welfare  Association,  Hobart,  has  continued  to 
provide  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  weakly 
infants.  The  institution  alsQ  serves  as  a  training 
school  in  the  knowledge  of  piothercraft. 

Public  and  private  maternity  hospitals  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time  by  the  super¬ 
visory  nurse,  who  also  has  made  special  investiga¬ 
tions,  as  required,  of  factors  involved  in  the 
causation  of  maternal  and  infant  deaths,  so  that, 
if  necessary,  administrative  action  may  be  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  existing  services. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  substantial  rise  in 
this  rate  to  49-0  per  thousand  births  (35-2  for 
1940)  is  accounted  for  chiefly  by  increased  deaths, 
due  to  the  following  causes: — Whooping  cough, 
premature  birth,  and  injury  at  birth. 

These  causes  alone  were  responsible  for  no  less 
than  130  of  the  total  deaths  (255). 

Tables  F  to  I  contain  statistical  data  in  regard 
to  infantile  mortality. 
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Table  E. 

SUMMARY  of  Work  Performed  by  Child  Welfare  Nurses  during  the  Year  ended 

31  st  December,  1941. 


Association. 

No,  of  Centres. 

Visits  to 
Individual 
New-born 
Babies. 

Subsequent 
Visits  to 
Mothers. 

Visits  to 
Expectant 
Mothers. 

Individual 

Babies 

Attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Attendances 
at  Clinic 
by  Babies. 

Total 

Attendances 
at  Clinic 
by  Expectant 
Mothers. 

H  obart, 

Child  Welfare 
Association 

12 

1338 

7959 

187 

4002 

26,184 

260 

Launceston 
Baby  Health 
Association 

10 

1636 

5298 

219 

2949 

22,774 

358 

Devonport 
Child  Welfare 
Association 

1 

136 

558 

4 

231 

1,608 

Circular  Head 

Child  Welfare 
Association 

4 

49 

380 

20 

221 

1,854 

20 

Queenstown 

Child  Welfare 

Association 

2 

152 

1545 

79 

547 

6,630 

128 

Table  F. 

INFANTILE  Mortality. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year  in  Tasmania  for  the  last  20  Calendar  Years. 


Year. 


Cl 

CO 

TP 

lO 

00 

05 

O 

rH 

Cl 

CO 

Tp 

to 

CO 

QO 

05 

O 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

tP 

Tp 

05 

a> 

©5 

©5 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

r~< 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r- * 

r“* 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

— - 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r— ' 

rH 

rH 

rH 

Deaths . 

324 

326 

296 

287 

232 

256 

300 

255 

242 

219 

185 

187 

189 

231 

227 

202 

195 

203 

176 

255 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  per  1000  Births.) 


Y  ear. 

Tasmania. 

N.S.W. 

Victoria 

Queens¬ 

land. 

South 

Australia. 

Western 

Australia. 

New 

Zealand. 

Nort  h. 
T’tor  v 

Aust. 
Cap.  Ter. 

Aust. 

1926 . 

46-5 

57-6 

55-7 

50-7 

44-3 

49-3 

39-8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

54-0 

1927 . 

53-0 

54-9 

56-1 

54-5 

53-4 

45-9 

38-7 

... 

... 

54-5 

1928  . 

63-9 

54*9 

55-6 

45-5 

47-5 

48-1 

36-2 

60-2 

116-7 

53-0 

1929 . 

53-1 

56"6 

47-2 

46-1 

40-9 

56-2 

34  •  1 

18-9 

19-6 

51-1 

1930 . 

50-6 

49-8 

46  5 

40*2 

48-3 

46-7 

34-5 

70-4 

24-4 

47-2 

1931 . 

460 

43-5 

44-5 

36-6 

36-5 

41-5 

32*2 

83-3 

37-3 

42-1 

1932 . 

41-2 

41-1 

43-0 

40-3 

36*6 

44-6 

31  -2 

75-9 

26-5 

41-3 

1933 . 

411 

39-3 

40-4  ' 

42-6 

31-9 

36-8 

31-6 

94-6 

53-4 

39-5 

1934 . 

42-3 

46-4 

44-6 

40  •  6 

35-6 

40-9 

32*1 

68-18 

7-46 

43-6 

1935 . 

51-8 

39-4 

41-2 

37-8 

34  9 

402 

32  3 

83-3 

47-3 

39-8 

1936 . 

49-6 

43-5 

42-3 

36-3 

3C1 

42*2 

31-0 

26-6 

25-3 

41-1 

1937 . 

41-7 

40-7 

36-7 

35-6 

33-1 

37-5 

31-2 

30-3 

14-5 

38-1 

1938 . 

39-7 

41-8 

34-2 

41-3 

30-5 

33-8 

35-6 

58*8 

35-0 

38-3 

1939 . 

40-6 

41-0 

35-6 

34-7 

34-8 

40-7 

31-1 

65-2 

23-9 

38-1 

1940 . 

352 

39-0 

39*5 

35  3 

35-5 

46.5 

30-2 

46-2 

7-0 

38-7 

1941 . 

49-0 

43-6 

36-6 

41  -7 

32.4 

37-4 

83-3 

16-4 

40-3* 

(a)  Not  available.  *  Excludes  New  Zealand. 
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Table  G. 


TABLE  showing  the  Principal  Causes  of  Death  of  Children  under  1  Year  of  Age  in 

Tasmania  in  each  Year  from  1982  to  1941. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

8. 

Scarlet  Fever,  &c . 

9. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3 

4 

7 

7 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

25 

10. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  i 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  . 

2 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

12. 

Tetanus  . 

1 

1 

•  mm 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

14a. 

Tubercular  Meningitis  . 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

2 

1 

30. 

Syphilis . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  # 

2 

2 

3 

1 

•  •• 

,  ,  . 

35. 

Measles  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

86. 

Convulsions  . 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

106. 

Bronchitis . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •• 

3 

107. 

Broncho-pneumonia  . 

20 

18 

17 

22 

22 

17 

24 

20 

21 

23 

108,  109. 

Pneumonia  . 

4 

3 

3 

8 

6 

4 

4 

4 

o 

5 

Other  J  liseases  of  the  Stomach  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

3 

•  j  • 

2 

119. 

Gastro-Enteritis,  Diarrhoea,  and  Enteritis  . 

8 

9 

19 

10 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

3 

2 

157. 

Congenital  Defects  . ! . 

14 

24 

11 

24 

28 

11 

22 

31 

21 

18 

159,  160. 

Premature  Birth  and  Injury  at  Birth  . 

69 

73 

64 

90 

89 

93 

70 

80 

76 

105 

158. 

Debility,  Marasmus.... . 

20 

13 

21 

16 

15 

22 

17 

13 

11 

18 

161. 

Other  Diseases  of  Early  Infancy . 

20 

20 

21 

20 

23 

29 

27 

21 

27 

33 

Other  Causes  . 

18 

19 

15 

27 

15 

17 

15 

18 

11 

16 

Total  . 

185 

187 

189 

231 

227 

202 

195 

203 

176 

255 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  Births)  ... 

41-2 

41-1 

42-3 

51-8 

49-6 

41  -7 

39-7 

40-6 

35-2 

49-0 

Total  Births  . 

4491 

4553 

4470 

4456 

4581 

4841 

4907 

5004 

4994 

5206 

Table  H. 


{Showing  Ages  and  Causes  of  Death  under 
One  Year — 1941.) 


Causes  of  Death  and 
Classification  Number. 

Under  1  week. 

1  week  and  under  1  month. 

1  month  and  under  3  months. 

3  months  and  under  6  months. 

6  months  and  under  1  year. 

Total  under  1  year. 

9. 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

8 

8 

8 

05 

10. 

Diphtheria . 

1 

1 

2 

14a. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Meninges 

1 

1 

22a. 

Acute  Generalized  Miliary 

Tuberculosis . 

1 

1 

24. 

Purulent  Infection  and  Sep- 

ticaemia . 

1 

1 

2 

336. 

Influenza  without  Specified 

Respiratory  Complications 

•  •  t 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

64. 

Diseases  of  the  Thymus  Gland 

.. 

... 

1 

1 

665. 

“Pink”  Disease . 

1 

1 

81a 

Simple  Meningitis  . 

2 

9 

83a. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (in- 

eluding  Apoplexy) . 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

84a. 

Mental  Deficiency . 

,,, 

1 

... 

... 

1 

86. 

Convulsions  of  Infants . 

2 

... 

2 

99. 

Gangrene . . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

106a. 

Acute  Bronchitis . 

2 

9 

1065. 

Chronic  Bronchitis . 

1 

1 

107. 

Broncho-Pneumonia . 

2 

4 

1 

3 

13 

23 

108. 

Lobar  Pneumonia  . 

,,, 

1 

1 

3 

5 

119. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

121. 

Appendicitis . 

1 

... 

1 

1225. 

Intestinal  Obstruction . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

132. 

Nephritis  not  specified  as 

acute  or  chronic . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

157a. 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus _ 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

1575. 

Spina  Bifida  . 

1 

l 

o 

157c. 

Congenital  Malformation  of 

Heart . 

2 

2 

3 

7 

157  (/. 

Monstrosities . 

1 

1 

157e. 

Congenital  Pyloric  Stenosis... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

157/'. 

Cleft  Palate,  Harelip . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

157<7. 

Imperforate  Anus  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

.  . 

i 

Table  H — continued. 


Causes  of  Death  and 
Classification  Number. 

Under  1  week. 

1  week  and  under  1  month. 

1  month  and  under  3  months. 

3  months  and  under  6  months. 

6  months  and  under  1  year. 

Total  under  1  year. 

1 57 £.  Other  Malformations . 

2 

2 

158.  Congenital  Debility . 

9 

3 

3 

2 

1 

18 

159.  Premature  Birth . 

58 

14 

2j 

74 

160.  Injury  at  Birth  . 

26 

5 

31 

161a.  Asphyxia,  Atelectasis  . 

13 

1 

14 

1615.  Maternal  Toxaemia . 

1 

1 

161c.  Infections  ot  Umbilicus.  . 

1 

... 

1 

161  d.  Pemphigus,  &c . 

1 

1 

2 

161c.  Melaena  Neonatorum . 

7 

2 

... 

9 

161/.  Icterus  Neonatorum . 

3 

... 

i 

3 

161</.  Other  Diseases  of  First  Year 
of  Life  . 

1 

2 

3 

165.  Infanticide.  . 

9 

2 

182.  Accidental  Mechanical  Suffo¬ 
cation  . 

1 

i 

1 

2 

Total  . 

134 

41 

24 

20 

36 

255 

Table  I. 

Comparative  Figures  of  Principal  Causes  of 
Death  under  One  Year  during  1937-1941. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

Whooping  Cough . 

4 

25 

Convulsions  . 

] 

5 

3 

•2 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

Broncho-Pneumonia . 

17 

24 

20 

21 

23 

Pneumonia . 

4 

4 

4 

2 

5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

3 

O 

Congenital  Debility  . 

22 

17 

13 

11 

18 

Syphilis  . 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Malformations  . 

11 

22 

31 

21 

18 

Prematurity  and  injury  at 
Birth  .  . 

93 

70 

80 

76 

105 

Other  Diseases  of  Early 
Infancy  . 

29 

27 

21 

27 

33 

Table  K. 
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Bush  Nursing. 

The  extension  of  the  Bush  Nursing  Scheme  in 
accordance  with  applications  received  by  the 
Department  has  not  been  possible  owing  to  the 
acute  shortage  of  nurses.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
much  effort  has  been  called  for  to  maintain  exist¬ 
ing  services  which,  in  some  cases,  mean  so  much 
to  residents  of  districts  remote  from  medical  or 
other  nursing  aid. 


The  supervisory  nurse  has  kept  in  close  contact 
with  each  centre,  and  by  advice  and  assistance 
has  made  a  valuable  contribution  to  existing 
services. 

The  Bush  Nursing  Association  has  continued 
to  function  in  the  interests  of  the  scheme,  likewise 
local  centres. 

A  summary  of  the  work  performed  during  the 
period  under  review  is  set  out  in  Table  J. 


Table  J. 

Summary  of  Work  Performed  in  Bush  Nursing  Centres  during  the  Year  ended  31st 

December,  1941. 


Visits  to 
Nurse. 

Visits  to 
Patients. 

Nursing 

Days. 

Maternity 

Cases. 

Ante-natal 

Visits. 

Child 

Welfare 

Visits. 

School 

Visits. 

Mileage. 

Fees  Earned. 

Ward 

Beds. 

12,932 

7034 

3762 

189 

1002 

7434 

152 

34,014 

£1630  19  10 

32 

Government  Medical  Scheme. 

This  scheme  functioned  throughout  the  year  in 
16  municipal  districts.  Many  other  local  authori¬ 
ties  have  expressed  their  desire  to  link  up  with 
the  scheme,  but  it  is  impossible  under  present 
conditions  to  provide  for  any  extension  owing  to 
the  acute  shortage  of  the  necessary  medical 
personnel.  Apart  from  actual  medical  practice, 
many  problems  associated  with  preventive  medi¬ 
cine  continue  to  receive  the  attention  of  Govern¬ 
ment  medical  officers. 

Statistical  information  in  respect  of  the  ser¬ 
vices  rendered  during  the  year  is  summarised  in 
Table  K  on  page  10. 


School  Medical  Service. 

A  full-time  medical  officer  has  been  appointed 
to  supplement  the  work  already  being  carried  out 
in  conjunction  with  other  duties  by  16  Government 
medical  officers  in  various  locations  throughout 
the  State.  In  commenting  upon  this  particular 
function  in  the  City  of  Launceston,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Medical  Officer  reported  in  the  following 
terms : — 

“  Reception  of  the  inspections  by  parents 
and  school  staffs  was  cordial,  and  many  par¬ 
ents  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  physi¬ 
cal,  dietetic,  and  psychological  matters  affect¬ 
ing  children. 

While  admitting  that  generalisations  are 
of  little  real  value,  it  is  reasonable  to  state 
the  general  conclusion  that  the  health  of  those 
children  seen  at  school  seems  good  and  that 
nutrition  and  personal  cleanliness  are  of  a 
high  standard.  A  fair  number  of  small  and 
light  weight  children  was  seen,  but  this  con¬ 
dition  is  not  .always  to  be  attributed  to  lack 
of  suitable  food,  as  well-nourished  children 
may  be  found  in  the  same  home.  It  is  believed 
that  this  fact  is  often  overlooked  by  diet 
enthusiasts — the  explanation  may  sometimes 
be  in  a  different  direction.” 

Four  school  nurses  and  21  bush  nurses  also 
made  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  health  of  the 
school  child. 


Despite  difficulties  which  arose  in  securing 
adequate  personnel  for  appointment  as  school 
dental  inspectors,  the  activities  of  the  various 
clinics  have  been  well  maintained. 

Table  L  contains  particulars  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  under  this  heading. 


Table  L. 

SUMMARY  of  Work  Performed  under  the  School 
Medical  Service  by  Government  Medical  Officers, 
School  Nurses,  and  School  Dental  Inspectors 
during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1941. 


Number  of  children  examined  by  Gov¬ 
ernment  medical  officers,  either  alone 
or  with  the  assistance  of  a  school  nurse  6,705 
Number  of  such  children  notified  as 

defective  .  4,000 

Number  of  children  examined  by  school 

nurses .  13,835 

Number  of  visits  by  school  nurses  to 

homes  of  children  .  1,322 

Number  of  treatments  given  to  children 

at  school  dental  clinics  .  62,637 


Staff. 

Lt.-Col.  B.  M.  Carruthers,  Director  of  Public 
Health,  who  is  serving  with  the  Australian 
Imperial  Force,  has  been  awarded  the  Order  of 
the  British  Empire,  which  has  proved  a  source 
of  gratification  to  his  fellow  officers. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  Mr.  John  Riley 
retired  after  28  years  of  devoted  service  as  Chief 
Health  Inspector  and  Chief  Inspector  of  Food  and 
Drugs.  Inspector  H.  H.  Parker,  an  officer  of 
many  years’  standing,  was  promoted  to  the  vacant 
position. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  support  rendered  me  by  officers 
during  the  year. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  J.  TUDOR, 
Secretary  for  Public  Health. 

The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Health. 
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Appendix  I. 

Government  Analyst’s  Laboratory. 

Hobart,  23rd  April,  1942. 
Sir, 

I  submit  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the 
analytical  laboratories  for  the  year  1941. 

This  covers  the  first  complete  year  in  the  new  building. 
Some  small  additions  and  alterations  have  been  made  to 
the  equipment  as  found  necessary,  and  all  fittings  are 
now  working  satisfactorily.  All  the  available  space  is 
fully  occupied,  and  any  notable  increase  in  the  amount 
or  scope  of  the  work  would  call  for  further  extension. 

Samples  of  food  this  year  included  a  large  number- 
examined  in  connection  with  army  contracts. 

Samples  Received  in  the  Analytical  Laboratories  during 

the  Year  1941. 

No.  of 
Samples. 


Baking  chemicals  .  14 

Beer  and  cordials  .  18 

Butter  .  132 

Cereals  and  bread  .  31 

Cream  and  condensed  milk  .  54 

Drugs  and  chemicals  .  22 

Essences  and  essential  oils .  11 

Fertilisers  and  sprays  .  ....  23 

Fish  and  meat  products  .  63 

Fruit  and  vegetable  products  .  63 

Hydrometers  .  10 

Milk,  cows  .  420 

Milk,  human  .  22 

Minerals  and  metals  .  26 

Oils,  mineral  .  121 

Oils  and  fats,  edible  .  16 

Poisons  and  other  tests  for  Police  Department  74 

Potatoes  .  120 

Sauces  and  condiments  . 23 

Soils  .  221 

Spirits,  wines,  and  liqueurs  .  208 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa  .  28 

Thermometers  .  182 

Water  .  50 

Sundries  .  29 


Total  . 1,981 


Return  Showing  Sources  of  Samples  Received  in  the 
Analytical  Laboratories  during  the  Year  1941.. 

No.  of 
Samples 


Customs  Department  (Commonwealth)  .  555 

Defence  Department  (Commonwealth)  .  118 

Public  Health  Department  .  241 

Agricultural  Department  .  480 

Transport  Department  .  68 

Police  Department  .  27 

Other  Government  Departments  .  5 

Hobart  Local  Authority  .  193 

Other  municipalities  .  78 

Hospitals  and  clinics  .  68 

Private  firms  and  persons  .  148 


Total  . 1,981 


Butter. 

Thirty-one  samples  intended  for  export,  and  two  for 
local  consumption,  contained  excess  water  in  small  pro¬ 
portion. 

Cream. 

Eleven  samples  were  deficient  in  fat,  in  one  case  to  the 
extent  of  29  per  cent  of  the  required  minimum. 

Carrots. 

Some  canned  carrots  for  the  Army  were  found  to  have 
small  patches  of  solder  on  the  inside  of  the  containers 
in  contact  with  the  food. 


Coffee. 

Three  samples  for  the  Army  were  found  to  be  inferior 
in  aroma  and  flavour. 


Fish. 


One  tin  of  salmon  was  badly  putrified  and  two  others 
slightly  so. 


Liqueurs. 


A  large  number  was  examined  in  connection  with 
drawback  on  the  sugar  and  alcohol  contents  on  exporta¬ 
tion. 


Lubricating  Oils. 


Sixty-eight  samples  were  examined  for  the  Transport 
Department.  Nearly  600  determinations  were  involved,  and 
the  results  of  35  of  these  were  outside  the  limits  of 
specifications. 

Margarine. 

One  sample  was  mouldy  and  unfit  for  food. 


Milk. 

Thirty-three  samples  were  deficient,  representing  7-8 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  examined.  This  is  a  small 
improvement  on  last  year. 

Sixteen  samples  were  deficient  in  milk  fat,  10  were 
deficient  in  other  solids,  and  seven  contained  added 
water. 

Poisons. 

Strychnine  was  found  in  a  case  of  suicide,  and  also 
in  the  stomachs  of  two  dogs. 

Phosphorus  was  found  in  meat  apparently  intended 
to  poison  dogs,  and  strychnine  in  crayfish  in  a  similar 
case. 

Potatoes. 

Starch  content  was  determined  in  120  samples. 

Sauces  and,  Pickles. 

> 

A  tomato  sauce  was  adulterated  with  apple,  one  was 
fermenting,  and  two  others  were  inferior  in  quality. 

A  sample  of  pickles  for  the  Army  was  also  found 
to  be  inferior  in  quality. 

Sausages. 

A  large  number  was  examined  for  the  Army.  Excess 
starch  was  found  in  17  cases  (6-8  per  cent  to  9-6  per  cent). 


W  ater. 

Three  samples  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  and  one  unfit  for  stock. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  WARD,  Government  Analyst. 
The  Secretary  for  Public  Health. 


Appendix  II. 

Department  of  Public  Health, 

Hobart,  16th  April,  1942. 


Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
work  performed  by  the  inspectorial  staff  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  1941. 

Staff. 

Chief  Inspector  J.  Riley,  F.R.S.I. 

Inspector  H.  H.  Parker,  M.R.S.I. 

Inspector  D.  S.  Clark  (stationed  at  Launceston). 

On  the  30th  September  Mr.  Riley  reached  the  retiring 
age  and  vacated  the  office  of  Chief  Health  Inspector.  I 
was  promoted  to  the  position.  The  consequential  vacancy 
had  not  been  filled  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Routine  Sanitary  Surveys  and  General  Inspections. 

Most  of  the  municipalities  throughout  the  State  were 
visited  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
sanitary "  surveys  and  making  special  investigations,  in 
many  cases  at  the  request  of  local  councils. 
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Owing  to  depletion  of  staff  follow-up  inspections  had 
to  be  curtailed,  the  Department  relying  on  advice  received 
from  local  health  authorities  as  to  the  action  taken. 

Through  the  freezing  of  various  building  materials  and 
the  shortage  of  skilled  labour,  delay  ensued  in  carrying 
out  certain  structural  alterations  and  improvements  to 
premises  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  laws  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Department.  Every  leniency  was  extended 
to  those  persons  directly  concerned. 

Details  of  inspections  made  in  the  course  of  sanitary 
surveys  and  during  special  visits  are  set  out  hereunder: — 

No.  of  Cases 
No.  of  in  which 


Nature  of  Inspection,  &c. 


Inspections.  Action  was 
Called  For. 


Bacteriolytic  tanks,  including  sites  and 

plans  .  555  61 

Bakeries  .  119  24 

Boarding  houses  .  35  6 

Buildings,  including  sites  and  plans  155  34 

Camps  . 17  9 

Dairying  premises  .  185  51 

Domestic  inspections  .  46  8 

Drainage  .  103  42 

.  315  50 

.  2 

44 

.  .  186 

.  70 


56 


6 
131 
129 
59 


4 
44 
16 
183 
24 
41 
8 


5 
49 
26 

17 

49 

22 

36 

18 

13 

6 
2 

36 

2 

9 

1 


Food  premises  (general) 

Fumigation  of  premises  . 

Garbage  depots  and  services  . 

Halls,  public  . 

Hospitals  . 

Huts — fruit-pickers,  hop-pickers,  and 

shearers  . 

Insanitary  buildings,  including  con¬ 
demned  premises  .  112 

Infectious  diseases  . 

Licensed  premises 
Offensive  trade  premises 

Piggeries  . 

Reserves,  beaches,  and  camping 

grounds  .  00 

Sale  yards  . •  . 

Sanitary  depots  and  services  . 

Scallop  depots  . 

Schools  . 

Sewerage  schemes  . 

Water  supplies,  including  sampling 

Wharves,  jetties,  &c . 

Sewerage  Schemes. 

Technical  advice  has  been  given,  and  numerous  inspec¬ 
tions  made,  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  schemes  m 
progress  in  the  New  Norfolk  and  Glenorchy  Muni- 

cipalities.  „  „  .  . 

Inspection  of  Dairies. 

The  detailed  inspection  of  dairying  premises,  particu¬ 
larly  in  southern  districts,  by  part-time  health  inspec¬ 
tors  attached  to  this  Department,  has  been  productive 
of  excellent  results.  Many  new  building’s  have  been 
erected  and  old  structures  renovated.  Owners,  who 
originally  objected  to  the  provision  of  concrete  floors  and 
good  drainage,  now  appreciate  such  facilities  tor  main¬ 
taining  premises  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Submission  of  Plans  for  Alteration  of  Old  and 
Construction  of  New  Buildings. 

The  enforcement  of  Model  By-laws  in  relation  to  the 
submission  of  necessary  plans  has  received  the  close 
attention  of  health  inspectors. 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-one  samples  of  various  foods 
and  drugs,  including  86  samples  of  milk,  were  purchased 
in  various  parts  of  the  State  and  forwarded  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Analyst  for  examination.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  respect  of  30  samples.  Convictions 
were  secured  in  28  instances,  the  penalties  amounting 
to  £86  19s.  6d.  in  fines  and  costs.  .  . 

Earlv  in  the  year  an  extensive  campaign  m  connection 
with  the  testing  of  alcoholic  spirits  was  carried  out. 
Examinations  revealed  that  27  of  153  samples  wei 
adulterated,  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  foi 

the  offences.  ,  „  , 

Seizure  of  Foods. 

Foods  seized  included  1200  mutton  birds,  165  lbs.  of 
beef,  and  164  tins  of  fish. 

Conclusion. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  thank  council 
clerks  and  local  and  part-time  inspectors  for  the  willing 
co-operation  and  assistance  extended  to  me  on  all  occa- 

s*ons'  I  have,  &e., 

H.  H.  PARKER,  Chief  Health  Inspector. 

The  Secretary  for  Public  Health. 


APPENDIX  III. 

Department  of  Public  Health, 

Hobart,  24th  June,  1942. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
Nurses’  Registration  Board  for  the  year  1941. 


Personnel  of  Board. 

Chairman:  Dr.  C.  R.  D.  Brothers,  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Lachlan  Park  Hospital. 

Acting  Medical  Superintendent,  Royal  Hobart  Hospital. 
Medical  Superintendent,  Launceston  General  Hospital. 
Dr.  T.  C.  Butler. 

Miss  A.  R.  Cockayne,  Matron,  Royal  Hobart  Hospital. 
Miss  C.  I.  Skirving,  Matron,  Launceston  General  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Miss  A.  M.  Booth,  Matron,  Devon  Public  Hospital, 
Latrobe. 


Board  Meetings. 

The  Board  held  three  ordinary  meetings  and  one  special 
meeting.  The  special  meeting  was  convened  at  the  request 
of  the  Minister  for  Health  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  action  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  should  be 
taken  to  overcome  the  prevailing  acute  shortage  of 
general  and  midwifery  nurses.  Arising  from  the  discus¬ 
sion  which  ensued,  the  following  resolutions,  inter  alia, 
were  carried  by  the  Board: — 

(1)  That  public  hospitals  recognised  as  training 

schools  be  recommended  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  trainees  to  £52  (first  year),  £65  (second 
year),  £78  (third  year),  and  £91  (fourth  year)  : 

(2)  That  public  hospitals  recognised  as  training 

schools  be  recommended  to  absorb  the  present 
waiting  list  of  trainees: 

(3)  That  the  Board  endeavour  to  make  arrange¬ 

ments  with  the  Department  of  Education  to 
provide  educational  training  for  intending 
trainees : 

(4)  That  the  period  of  training  for  general  nurses 

be  reduced  from  four  and  five  years  to  three 
and  four  years: 

(5)  That  the  period  of  training  for  midwifery  nurses 

be  reduced  to  six  months  in  the  case  of  a  regis¬ 
tered  general  nurse  and  eighteen  months  in  the 
case  of  an  untrained  person,  the  standard  of 
training  to  remain  as  at  present. 

The  Board  was  gratified  to  learn  that  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  in  this  matter  received  the  favourable  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  authorities  concerned. 


Legislation. 

Regulation  No.  53,  prescribing  the  treatment  of  babies’ 
eyes  at  birth,  was  rescinded,  and  a  new  regulation  sub¬ 
stituted. 

A  new  form  (Form  13 — Midwife’s  Record  of  Cases) 
became  law  on  the  19th  December,  1941. 


Training  Schools. 

Training  schools  registered. — General,  13;  mental,  1; 
midwifery,  3. 


Applications  for  Training. 

Approved. — General,  136;  midwifery,  32.  Refused. — 
Nil. 


Trainees. 

General,  395;  mental,  67;  midwifery,  40. 

Resigned,  &c. — General,  62;  mental,  39;  midwifery,  4. 
Completed  training. — General,  49;  mental,  3;  mid¬ 
wifery,  28. 


Examinations. 

Educational  tests  for  intending  trainees— 

Applications  .  19 

Passed  examination  .  12 

Failed  . 7 
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Examinations  for  the  registration  of  nurses — 

Candidates: 

General  . 

62 

Midwifery  . 

34 

Results : 

Passed. 

Failed. 

General  . 

.  54 

8 

Midwifery  . 

.  34 

— 

Registration  of  Nurses. 

Registered.— General,  131;  mental,  2;  midwifery,  66. 
Renewed  registration. — General,  379;  mental,  6;  mid¬ 
wifery,  244. 

We  have,  &c., 

C.  R.  D.  BROTHERS,  Chairman. 
E.  J.  TUDOR,  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Health. 


Appendix  IV. 
VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Statistical  and  General. 

Population : 

Estimated  on  the  31st  December,  1941 — 

Males  .  121,779 

Females  .  119,392 


Total  .  241,171 


Mean  population,  1941  (for  whole  year)  — 

Males  .  121,152 

Females  .  118,264 


Total  .  239,416 


Mean  population,  1940  (for  whole  year)  238,975 
Increase  for  the  year  .  441 


The  population  of  the  State,  as  shown  by  the  figures, 
reveals  an  increase  of  441. 


Australian  Birth-rate  for  the  Year  1941  per  1000 
Persons  Living. 


(As  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  a  year  in  the 
previous  decade.) 


1932. 

1940. 

1941. 

New  South  Wales  . 

17-74 

17-81 

18-68 

Victoria  . 

15-21 

16-86 

18-13 

Queensland  . 

17-89 

20-02 

21-21 

South  Australia  . 

14-54 

16-80 

18-50 

Western  Australia  . 

18-85 

19-60 

22-03 

Tasmania  . 

20-25 

20-90 

21-74 

Northern  Territory  . 

17-51 

20-10 

(a) 

Australian  Capital  Terri- 

tory  . 

17-30 

22-57 

29-50 

Australia  . 

16-94 

18-02 

19-22 

(a)  Comparable  rates  not  available. 

Death  Rate  for 

1941  per  1000  Persons  Living. 

(As  compared  with 
the 

the  previous  year 
previous  decade.) 

and  a  year 

in 

1932. 

1940. 

1941. 

New  South  Wales  .... 

.  8-44 

9-43 

9-86 

Victoria  . 

.  9-30 

10-70 

10-81 

Queensland  . 

.  8-05 

9-03 

9-40 

South  Australia  .... 

.  8-46 

9-57 

10-61 

Western  Australia  .... 

.  8-79 

9-64 

10-38 

Tasmania  . 

.  9-12 

9-99 

10-76 

Northern  Territory  .. 

.  16-18 

9-99 

(a) 

Australian  Capital 
tory  . 

Terri- 

.  3-32 

6-15 

5-64 

Australia  . 

.  8-66 

9-75 

10-17 

(a)  Comparable  rates  not  available. 
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Deaths  in  Relation  to  Disease. 

The  following  return,  from  data  supplied  by  the  Deputy- 
Commonwealth  Statistician,  shows  the  number  and  causes 
of  deaths  during  the  year  1941,  also  the  death-rate  per 
10,000  persons  living  (mean  population  239,416),  as 
contrasted  with  the  previous  year,  1940  (mean  population 
estimated  at  238,975). 


Cause  of  Death. 

N umber  of 
Deaths,  1941. 

Death  Rate  per 
10,000  persons. 

Number  of 
Deaths,  1940. 

Death  Rate  per 

10,000  persons. 

General  Diseases — 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

2 

•1 

Malaria  . 

•  •  » 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox . 

•  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

Measles . 

•  •  • 

... 

9 

.4 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

•1 

1 

... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

32 

1-3 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

25 

1-0 

18 

•8 

Influenza . . . . 

9 

•4 

10 

•4 

Dysentery  . 

... 

... 

•  . 

•  •  • 

Syphilis  . 

22 

•9 

18 

•8 

Tubercular  Diseases  . 

110 

4-6 

103 

4-3 

Rheumatic  Fever.  Rheuma¬ 
tism,  and  Gout  . 

14 

•6 

13 

.5 

Cancer,  all  forms  . 

Dietic  Diseases  and  Industrial 
Poisoning  . 

303 

12-7 

261 

10-9 

3 

•1 

2 

.1 

Other  General  Diseases . 

104 

4-3 

107 

4-5 

Total  General . 

625 

26-1 

542 

22-7 

Local  Diseases — 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System... 

260 

10-9 

250 

10-5 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

687 

28-7 

677 

28-3 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs . 

249 

10-4 

230 

9-6 

Diseases  of  Digestive  Organs 
Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary 
System . 

93 

3-9 

106 

4-4 

213 

8-9 

171 

7-2 

Diseases  of  Puerperal  Origin.. 

13 

•5 

22 

*9 

Diseases  of  the  Skin . 

6 

*2 

5 

•2 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Mal¬ 
formations  . 

27 

1*2 

30 

1-3 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy . 

156 

6-5 

114 

4-8 

Total  Local  Diseases . 

1704 

71-2 

1605 

67-2 

Deaths  Produced  by  External 
Causes — 

Accident  or  Negligence . 

129 

5-4 

147 

6-1 

Homicide  . 

4 

•1 

4 

”2 

Suicide . 

21 

•9 

12 

•5 

Total  External  Causes  ... 

154 

6-4 

163 

6-8 

Ill-defined — Not  Specific  Dis¬ 
eases  — 

Old  Age  . 

91 

3-8 

75 

31 

Ill-defined  Diseases . 

1 

•1 

2 

•1 

Total  Ill-defined  Diseases 

92 

3-9 

77 

3-2 

Total  Deaths,  All  Causes 

2575 

107-6 

2387 

99-9 
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DEATHS  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Tuberculosis  of 
System  (No.  13) 
Other  forms  of 
(Nos.  14-22)  .... 

Totals . 


Number. 


Death  Hate  per  100,000  Persons  Living. 


1932. 

CO 

CO 

05 

1934. 

J  1935. 

1936. 

1  1937. 

1938. 

05 

CO 

05 

1940. 

t— i 

35 

I 

1932. 

CO 

CO 

05 

1934. 

|  1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1 

1940. 

1941. 

6 

6 

6 

6 

o 

d 

d 

o 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

d 

Z 

z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

z 

Z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

z 

Z 

Z 

Respiratory 

106 

112 

93 

105 

112 

86 

107 

102 

85 

96 

47 

49 

41 

46 

48 

37 

45 

43 

36 

40 

Tuberculosis 

26 

15 

19 

25 

23 

34 

16 

24 

18 

14 

11 

7 

8 

11 

10 

14 

7 

10 

7 

6 

132 

127 

112 

130 

135 

120 

123 

126 

103 

110 

58 

56 

49 

57 

58 

51 

52 

53 

43 

46 

I 
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Typhoid  Fever.  Diphtheria,. 


Year  1941.  Year  1941. 

Number  of  cases  notified  .  .  12  Number  of  cases  notified  ....  .  401 

Number  of  deaths,  year  1941  (calendar) —  Number  of  deaths,  year  1941  (calendar)  — 

Males  .  2  Males  .  16 

Females  .  —  Females  .  10 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 


Year. 

Cases. 

- 

Deaths. 

Death  rate  per 
10,000  popu¬ 
lation  • 

i 

Cases  per  1000  i 
persons  liv¬ 
ing 

Deaths  perl 

1000  cases 
notified. 

Death  %  of 

Cases. 

Year. 

Cases- 

Deaths. 

Death  rate  per 

10.000  popula¬ 

tion. 

Cases  per  1000 

persons  liv¬ 

ing 

Deaths  per  | 

1000  cases  ! 

notified. 

Death  %  of 

cases. 

1923  . 

604 

3 

: 

•1 

2-79 

5-0 

0-5 

1923  . 

870 

32 

1-5 

4-02 

36-8 

3-7 

1924 

376 

3 

•1 

1-74 

8-0 

0-8 

1924  . 

597 

20 

•9 

2-76 

33-5 

3-4 

1925  . 

288 

3 

•1 

1-34 

10-4 

1-0 

1925  . 

473 

13 

•6 

2-19 

27-5 

2-7 

1926  . 

188 

1 

•05 

•88 

5-3 

0-5 

1926  . 

347 

6 

•3 

1-62 

17-1 

1-7 

1927  . 

91 

2 

•1 

•43 

22-0 

2-2 

1927  . 

507 

10 

•5 

2-38 

19-7 

2-0 

1928  . 

190 

1 

•05 

•88 

5-3 

0-5 

1928  . 

908 

18 

•8 

4-21 

19-8 

2-0 

1929  . 

314 

2 

•1 

1-44 

6-4 

0-6 

1929  . 

488 

18 

•8 

2-24 

36-9 

3-7 

1930 

485 

8 

•4 

2-20 

16-5 

1-6 

1930  . 

573 

20 

•9 

2-59 

34-9 

3-5 

1931  . 

265 

1-18 

1931  . 

589 

19 

•8 

2-62 

32-3 

3-2 

1932  . 

417 

5 

•2 

1-84 

12-0 

1-2 

1932 

455 

17 

•8 

1-96 

37-4 

3-7 

1933 

370 

4 

•2 

1-61 

10-9 

1-1 

1933  . 

706 

16 

•7 

3-14 

22-3 

2-2 

1934 

362 

4 

•2 

1-58 

11-0 

1-1 

1934 

491 

22 

•9 

2-14 

44-8 

4-5 

1936 

302 

1 

•05 

1-32 

3-3 

0-3 

1935 

537 

24 

1-0 

2-34 

44-7 

4-5 

1936 

!  478 

1  6 

•3 

2-07 

12-6 

1-3 

1936 

575 

20 

•9 

2-49 

34-8 

3-5 

1937 

412 

2 

•1 

1-76 

4-9 

0-5 

1937  . 

305 

12 

•5 

1-30 

39-3 

3-9 

1938  . 

123 

.... 

•52 

1938  . 

343 

10 

•4 

1-46 

29-2 

2-9 

1939 

162 

•68 

1939  . 

365 

14 

•6 

1-53 

38-4 

3-8 

1940  . 

240 

1 

•04 

1-00 

4-2 

0-4 

1940  . 

366 

18 

•8 

1-53 

49-2 

4-9 

1941  . 

127 

1 

•04 

•53 

7-9 

0-8 

1941  . 

1 

401 

25 

1-0 

1-67 

62-3 

1 

6-2 
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Appendix  V. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Lachlan  Park  Hospital  for  the  year  ended  30th  June, 
1942,  together  with  the  statistical  returns.  Throughout 
the  report  the  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  year 
are  shown  in  brackets. 

Statistics. 

Statistics  in  regard  to  patients  are  set  out  hereunder: — 


Number  admitted  during  the  year  .  182  (162) 

Total  number  under  treatment  .  822  (802) 

Number  allowed  out  on  trial  leave  (43  of 

whom  were  returned)  .  110  (64) 

Number  resident  in  hospital  at  30th  June  666  (640) 

Daily  average  strength  .  659.52  (639.5). 

Finance. 

Revenue  (excluding  farm  receipts)  — 

£  s.  d. 

Fees  .  8,424  3  11 

Other  .  105  3  6 


Total  .  8,529  7  5 


Net  expenditure  .  £69,626  (£67,191). 

Gross  cost  per  patient  per  day  ....  5s.  9-62d.  (5s.  9-lld.). 

Net  cost  per  patient  per  day  ...  5s.  l-08d.  (5s.  0T6d.). 


Taking  into  account  the  increase  in  salaries  and  in  the 
cost  of  all  supplies,  the  cost  per  patient  can  be  considered 
very  gratifying. 

The  farm  accounts  for  the  year  show  a  loss  of  £23  17s.  Id. 
(£159  5s.  Id.).  This  is  very  satisfactory,  in  vieAV  of 
the  fact  that  the  disastrous  flood  of  December,  1941,  was 
responsible  for  the  destruction  of  vegetables  to  the  value 
of  at  least  £100,  and  caused  other  damage  estimated  at  £200. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  heaviest  wheat 
crops  ever  recorded  in  the  district — 55  bushels  to  the 
acre — was  grown  this  year  on  the  hospital  farm. 


Millbrook  Psychopathic  Home. 

The  admissions  to  the  Home  totalled  96  (105).  Of 
these,  15  were  convalescent  patients  transferred  from 
Lachlan  Pai’k.  The  total  number  of  discharges  was 
105,  92  being  relieved  and  the  remaining  13  being  subse¬ 
quently  certified  and  transferred  to  Lachlan  Park. 

Expenditure  for  the  year  amounted  to  £2959  (£3252), 
and  the  fees  collected  totalled  £1151  (£952).  The  daily 
average  of  patients  was  15-97  (15-22). 

I  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  R.  D.  BROTHERS, 
Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Secretary  for  Public  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  LACHLAN  PARK  HOSPITAL. 

Lachlan  Park  Hospital, 

New  Norfolk,  1st  August,  1942. 


Table  1. 

Table  showing  Admissions,  Re-admissions,  Discharges,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1941-42. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

In  Hospital  on  30th  June,  1941  . 

... 

... 

308 

332 

640 

Admitted  for  the  first  time  during  1941-42  . 

57 

73 

130 

Re-admitted  during  the  year  1941-42 . 

25 

27 

52 

82 

100 

182 

Total  under  care  during  the  year  1941-42 . 

•  •• 

.  •  . 

•  «. 

390 

432 

822 

Discharged  and  died  during  year  1941-42— 

Recovered . 

1 

... 

1 

Improved . 

47 

56 

103 

Unimproved  . 

... 

6 

6 

Died  .  . 

23 

23 

46 

Total  discharged  and  died  during  the  year  . 

••• 

... 

••• 

71 

85 

156 

Remaining  in  Hospital  on  30th  June,  1942  . 

... 

... 

319 

347 

666 

Average  daily  number  resident  during  1941-42  . 

... 

... 

••• 

319-97 

339-55 

659*52 
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Table  2. 

Table  showing  the  manner  in  which  Patients  were  admitted  during  the  Year  1941-42. 


Private  Orders. 

Justices’  Orders. 

Police  Magistrates. 

Governor’s 

Warrant. 

Voluntary 

Boarders. 

Re-admitted 
from  trial  leave 

Total 

Admissions. 

Males. 

i 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

i 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

j  Males. 

Females. 

i 

Total 

at* 

s 

"3 

3 

82 

Females. 

Total. 

20 

30 

50 

32 

29 

61 

11 

6 

17 

1 

... 

1 

5 

5 

10 

30 

43 

100 

182 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

First  Admission 

54 

73 

127 

Second  ,,  . 

22 

24 

46 

Third  ,,  . 

6 

6 

Fourth  . 

2 

2 

Fifth  ,,  . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

82 

100 

182 

Table  3. 


Table  showing  Probable  Causes  of  Insanity  in  Patients  admitted  during  1941-42. 


Causes  ot  Insanity. 


M oral — 

Domestic  Troubles  and  Bereavements 

Business  Worries . . 

Anxiety  and  Overwork  . . 

Fright  and  Shock . . 

Love  Affairs  . 

Environmental  Influences  . 


Physical — 

Alcohol  and  Drug  Addiction 

Venereal  Diseases . 

Accident  and  Injury . 

Puerperal  . 

Lactational . . 

Other  Bodily  Diseases . 

Congenital  Detect  . 

Puberty  . 

Climateric  . 

Senility  . 

Previous  Attacks . 

Hereditary  Influences . 

Epilepsy  (acquired) . 


Predisposing. 

Exciting. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

.Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

4 

. 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

4 

8 

12 

4 

8 

12 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

... 

1 

3 

4 

i 

3 

4 

1 

4 

5 

1 

••• 

1 

2 

4 

6 

... 

6 

3 

9 

6 

3 

9 

... 

... 

6 

1 

7 

6 

l 

7 

,,, 

... 

4 

1 

5 

4 

1 

5 

... 

.  .  , 

... 

3 

3 

.  ,  , 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

,  .  , 

3 

3 

,  .. 

8 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

4 

7 

4 

4 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

12 

13 

25 

12 

15 

27 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •• 

1 

,  .  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

4 

12 

11 

23 

... 

... 

... 

12 

11 

23 

10 

21 

31 

... 

... 

... 

10 

21 

31 

13 

14 

27 

... 

... 

... 

13 

14 

27 

... 

... 

... 

4 

3 

7 

4 

3 

7 

... 

... 

3 

4 

7 

3 

4 

7 

Unknown 
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Table  4. 


Table  showing  the  Form  of  Mental  Disorder  on  Admission  for  1941-12,  and  the  Form  of  Mental  Disorder 

of  the  Patients  remaining  on  the  Books  on  30th  June,  1942. 


Form  of  Mental  Disorder. 

Admissions. 

Remaining  on  Books. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

I.  Congenital  Mental  Deficiency  (Idiocy  or  Imbecility)  : 

1,  Intellectual — 

(a)  With  Epilepsy  . 

2 

1 

3 

12 

10 

22 

( b )  Without  Epilepsy . 

12 

14 

26 

95 

71 

166 

2.  Moral . 

1 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

II.  Insanity  occurring  late  in  Life  : 

1.  Insanity  with  Epilepsy  . 

3 

3 

6 

10 

14 

24 

2.  Dementia  Paralytics  . 

5 

1 

6 

8 

>  »  • 

8 

3.  Gross  Brain  Lesions  . 

4 

... 

4 

2 

o 

4.  Alcoholic  Psychosis  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

5.  Confusiona!  or  Exhaustive  Psychosis  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

1 

i 

6.  Mania — 

(a)  Recent  . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

6 

( b )  Chronic . 

2 

1 

3 

8 

11 

19 

(c)  Recurrent  . 

3 

4 

7 

3 

6 

9 

7.  Melancholia — 

(a)  Recent  . 

1 

4 

5 

1 

3 

4 

(A)  Chronic . 

2 

1 

3 

3 

10 

IS 

(c)  Recurrent  . 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

8.  Alternating  Insanity  . . . 

7 

9 

16 

6 

14 

20 

9.  Involutional  Melancholia  . 

1 

6 

7 

l 

14 

15 

10.  Schizophrenia  . 

15 

22 

37 

32 

39 

71 

1 1 .  Paraphrenia . 

4 

9 

13 

23 

27 

50 

12.  Paranoia  . 

2 

1 

3 

4 

8 

12 

13.  Dementia — 

(a)  Senile  . . . 

13 

13 

26 

20 

20 

40 

‘ b )  Secondary  or  Terminal  . 

1 

... 

1 

86 

83 

169 

82 

100 

182 

319 

347 

666 

Table  5. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Admissions  and  Re-admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths,  and  the  Number  of  Patients  Remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  30th  June, 
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Table  7. 


Table  showing  the  Conjugal  Condition  of  Patients  Admitted,  Discharged,  Died,  and  Remaining  within 

the  Hospital  on  30th  J une,  1942. 


Conjugal ;  Condition. 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

Patients 
on  Register 
on  30th  June, 
1942. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Unimproved. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

j  Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Never  married  . .  . . 

50 

51 

101 

1 

1 

22 

23 

45 

11 

13 

24 

248 

214 

462 

Married  ....  . 

28 

47 

75 

%  # 

25 

33 

58 

3 

3 

9 

8 

17 

62 

103 

165 

W  idowed  . 

4 

2 

6 

3 

3 

3 

2 

5 

9 

30 

39 

Unknown  . .... . 

Totals  . . . 

82 

100 

182 

1 

1 

47 

56 

103 

•  • 

6 

6 

23 

23 

46 

319 

347 

666 

Table  8. 

Table  showing  the  Length  of  Residence  of  those  Discharged,  and  those  who  Died  during  the 

Year  1941-42. 


Discharges, 


Length  of  Residence. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Unimproved. 

Total 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

M, 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

i 

M. 

F. 

T  otal. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Under  1 

month 

5 

7 

12 

1 

1 

5 

8 

13 

2 

1 

3 

1  month  and  under  3  months  .. 

18 

21 

39 

1 

1 

18 

22 

40 

8 

3 

11 

3  months  ,, 

6  „  .... 

•  •  • 

... 

9 

11 

20 

1 

1 

9 

12 

21 

... 

... 

... 

6  „ 

11 

9  „  . 

•  •  . 

... 

5 

5 

10 

1 

1 

5 

6 

11 

1 

2 

3 

9  * 

11 

1  year  . 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1  year  and  under  2  years . 

... 

... 

•  • 

1 

4 

5 

... 

1 

4 

5 

1 

6 

7 

2  years 

V 

3  n  . 

1 

1 

4 

.  •  * 

4 

•  .  • 

5 

5 

... 

1 

i 

3  * 

11 

5  »  . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

3 

... 

3 

... 

3 

3 

1 

... 

i 

5  » 

11 

7  „  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

7  „ 

11 

9  „  . 

.  •  . 

•  •• 

... 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

I 

1 

o 

9  „ 

11 

12  „  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

3 

3 

12  „ 

11 

15  „  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

15  „ 

11 

20  „  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •• 

... 

3 

3 

20  „ 

11 

25  „  . 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

.  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

2 

25  „ 

11 

30  „  . 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

30  „ 

11 

40  „  . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

40  „ 

11 

50  „  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  •  • 

... 

... 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

50  „ 

V 

60  „  . 

..  • 

•  •• 

... 

.  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

... 

1 

1 

o 

60  „ 

11 

70  „  . 

. 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

47 

56 

103 

... 

6 

6 

48 

62 

110 

23 

23 

46 
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Table  9 


Table  showing  in  Quinquennial  Periods  the  Ages  of  Patients  Admitted,  Discharged,  and  Died  during 
the  Year  1941-42,  and  those  Remaining  within  the  Hospital  on  30th  June,  1942. 


Ages. 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Death 

9. 

Patients  on 
Register  at 
30th  June. 
1942. 

Re¬ 

covered. 

Re¬ 

lieved. 

Unim¬ 

proved. 

Total 

Discharges. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total.  1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

j  Total. 

Under  5 

vears  .... 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

5 

years 

and  under  10 

years . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

10 

55 

15 

2 

3 

5 

2 

2 

o 

2 

8 

9 

17 

15 

20 

4 

4 

5 

5 

1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

14 

15 

29 

20 

55 

55 

25 

5 

9 

14 

4 

5 

9 

3 

3 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 

2 

21 

14 

35 

25 

30 

10 

15 

25 

1 

1 

6 

10 

16 

7 

10 

17 

1 

1 

10 

16 

26 

30 

35 

8 

13 

21 

14 

11 

25 

14 

11 

25 

1 

1 

32 

26 

58 

35 

40 

6 

17 

23 

11 

2 

13 

11 

2 

13 

2 

2 

31 

20 

51 

40 

45 

9 

2 

11 

4 

10 

14 

4 

10 

14 

1 

4 

5 

32 

37 

69 

45 

55 

50 

6 

6 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

43 

48 

91 

50 

55 

6 

6 

12 

6 

4 

10 

28 

32 

60 

55 

60 

4 

1 

5 

8 

8 

8 

8 

32 

30 

62 

60 

65 

5 

6 

11 

10 

10 

1 

1 

11 

11 

26 

29 

55 

65 

70 

7 

5 

12 

3 

5 

8 

16 

36 

52 

70 

55 

75 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

5 

5 

17 

22 

75 

80 

8 

7 

15 

3 

3 

14 

6 

20 

80 

85 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

85 

90 

1 

1 

90 

55 

55 

95 

55  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  . 

82 

100 

182 

1 

... 

1 

47 

56 

103 

... 

6 

6 

48 

62 

no 

23 

23 

46 

319 

347 

666 

Table  10. 


Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1941-42. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System — 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane . . 

3 

1 

4 

Epilepsy  .  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Softening  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage... . 

— 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio-Vaseular  System  — 

Arteriosclerosis . 

4 

2 

6 

Auricular  Fibrillation . 

2 

— 

2 

A  neurism  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Coronary  Disease  . 

2 

1 

3 

Chronic  Myocardial  Degeneration  . 

— 

— 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart  . 

1 

— 

1 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System — 

Lobar  and  Broncho  Pneumonia . 

2 

5 

7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

5 

5 

10 

Other  forms  of  Pulmonary  Disease  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System — 

Intestinal  Obstruction . . . 

— 

—  ' 

— 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  System — 

Chronic  Nephritis . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Prostatic  Enlargement . . . 

— 

— 

— 

General  Diseases — 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

Malignancy  . 

1 

4 

5 

Senility  . 

1 

1 

2 

Accidental  Death . 

— 

— 

— 

Sepsis . 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide  . 

— 

1 

1 

Total . 

23 

23 

46 

Died  whilst  on  trial  leave  . 

1 

1 

2 

23 
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Table  11. 

MILLBROOK  PSYCHOPATHIC  HOME. 


Statement  showing  Form  of  Mental  Disorder  on  Admission  for  year  ended  30th  June,  1942. 


M  ales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Neurosis — 

(1)  Anxiety  Statis  . 

5 

7 

12 

(2)  Obsessional  Neurosis  . 

•  •  • 

l 

1 

(3)  Hysteria . 

2 

5 

7 

(4)  Neurasthenia . 

3 

4 

7 

(5)  Adolescent  Instability  .  . . 

1 

3 

Early  and  Mild  Psychosis  — 

(1)  Schizophrenia  . 

8 

10 

18 

(2)  Manic  depressive  state . . 

2 

5 

7 

(3)  Simple  Melancholia . 

5 

7 

12 

(4)  Involutional  and  Senile  Melancholia . 

2 

7 

9 

(5)  Toxic  and  Exhaustive  Psychosis  . 

1 

4 

5 

(6)  Cerebral  Syphilis  .  .  . 

4 

1 

5 

(7)  Mental  Disorders  associated  with  grosser  brain  lesions . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

(8)  Drug  and  Alcoholic  Addiction . 

2 

2 

4 

(9)  Epilepsy .  . 

i 

... 

1 

(10)  Paranoia  and  Paraphrenia  . 

3 

2 

5 

40 

56 

96 

Appendix  VI. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  ST,  JOHN’S  PARK. 


St.  John’s  Park, 

New  Town,  23rd  July,  1942. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  St. 
John’s  Park  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1942. 

Admissions. 

Admissions  totalled  362  (217  males  and  145  females). 
These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those  for  the  previous 
year,  when  306  persons  (196  males  and  110  females)  were 
admitted. 

Discharges. 

There  were  325  discharges  (208  males  and  117  females). 

Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  81  (44  males  and  37  females') . 
The  average  age  of  the  people  who  died  in  the  Institution 
was  71-72  years. 


Daily  Average. 

The  daily  average  number  of  ordinary  inmates  was 
297-53  (187-41  males  and  110-12  females),  compared  with 
334-30  (216-91  males  and  117-39  females)  for  the  previous 
year.  The  daily  average  number  of  resident  after-care 
patients  was  35-88,  compared  with  41-54  for  1940-41. 

The  daily  average  for  the  whole  of  the  Institution  was 
333-41,  compared  with  375-84  last  year. 


Expenditure. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Institution 
was  £28,359  0s.  6d. 


Gross  and  Net  Cost  of  Maintenance. 

There  was  an  increase  in  both  gross  and  net  cost  of 
maintenance,  as  detailed  hereunder: — 


Gross  daily  cost  per  inmate,  1941-42 
Gross  daily  cost  per  inmate,  1940-41 
Net  daily  cost  per  inmate,  1941-42 
Net  daily  cost  per  inmate,  1940-41 


Gross  weekly  cost  per  inmate,  1941-42 
Gross  weekly  cost  per  inmate,  1940-41 
Net  weekly  cost  per  inmate,  1941-42 
Net  weekly  cost  per  inmate,  1940-41 

Thanks  for  Donations. 

I  desire  to  thank  those  persons  who  generously  provided 
gifts  of  money  and  goods  for  the  comfort  of  inmates. 
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Devotional. 

During  the  year  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  inmates 
was  given  every  attention  by  the  various  denominations, 
services  being  held  regularly  at  the  Institution. 


I  have,  &c., 


Revenue. 

The  revenue  received  from  all  sources  amounted  to 
£7395  Us.  7d. 


JAMES  TREMAYNE,  Medical  Superintendent. 
The  Secretary  for  Public  Health. 


(No.  8.) 
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Appendix  VII. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  HOME  FOR  INVALIDS. 


Home  for  Invalids,  Mulgrave-street, 

Launceston,  17th  July,  1942. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Home  for  Invalids  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1941. 

Admissions. 

The  number  of  persons  admitted  was  26,  of  whom  17 
were  males  and  9  females.  During  the  previous  year  12 
males  and  8  females  were  admitted. 

Discharges. 

Fourteen  persons  were  discharged  (seven  males  and 
seven  females)  ;  the  figures  being  similar  to  those  for  the 
year  1940. 


Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  eleven 
(seven  males  and  four  females),  compared  with  seven 
(five  males  and  two  females)  for  the  previous  year.  The 
average  age  of  persons  who  died  was  71  years. 

General. 

During  the  past  year  15  persons  were  refused  admis¬ 
sion  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation.  At  present  there 
are  11  names  on  the  waiting  list. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  CUMINS,  Matron. 

The  Secretary  for  Public  Health. 


Appendix  VIII. 


Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


CERTIFIED  DEFECTIVES  UNDER  INSTITUTIONAL  CONTROL. 


The  number  of  certified  defectives  under  institutional 
control  at  the  end  of  1941  was  131,  classified  as  follows: — 
Imbecile,  18;  feebleminded,  110,  moral  defectives,  3. 

In  the  Government  Institution  for  Defectives  at  St. 
John’s  Park,  New  Town,  there  were  86  certified  defectives 
(31  male  and  55  female),  classified  as  18  imbecile  (12 
female)  and  68  feebleminded  (43  female).  Twelve  of 
these  patients  were  under  sixteen.  In  the  Lachlan  Park 
Institution  there  were  39  male  patients,  including  two 
moral  defectives,  and  in  the  Gaol  Institution  there  were 
six  patients,  including  one  moral  defective. 

During  the  year  the  orders  of  15  patients  were  varied 
ta  guardianship,  and  14  patients  were  transferred  to  the 
Lachlan  Park  Hospital  under  the  Mental  Hospitals  Act. 
The  number  under  legal  guardianship  was  55.  There  were 


also  variations  of  placement  as  between  institutions 
and  variations  to  nominal  supervision  which  ultimately 
lapse  on  good  behaviour. 

In  addition  there  is  a  number  of  middle-aged  and 
old-aged  inmates  of  St.  John’s  Park  who  have  not  been 
certified,  as  they  have  been  admitted  voluntarily  and  are 
exemplary  in  conduct. 

The  number  of  mentally  defective  patients  in  Lachlan 
Park  Hospital  not  under  the  control  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Board  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent. 

During  1941  the  numbers  of  persons  ascertained  to  be 
mental  defectives  were  as  follows: — Idiots,  3;  imbeciles, 
8;  feebleminded,  77;  moral  defectives,  4.  The  total 
number  was  92. 


H.  H.  Pimblett,  Government  Printer  Tasmania. 


